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The OU Design Show
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Through a mix of academic and practical work, 
you’ll develop an understanding of design, acquire 
new design skills, and build a portfolio of design 
projects as a strong foundation for future study or 
work experience.

Designers have used their skills to translate ideas 
and needs into all the objects that you see around 
you. In this module you will learn about the essen-
tial skills and practices that designers use to cre-
ate detailed design solutions.

Innovations emerge from complex, dynamic, 
iterative processes. But how do designers, engi-
neers, entrepreneurs, managers and users create 
opportunities and generate ideas for innovation? 
How are ideas developed into successful products, 
services and systems? What are the impacts of 
design and innovation?

U101 Design Thinking

T217 Design Essentials

T317 Innovation

The Open University offers design modules to more than 2000 students from diverse back-
grounds. Every year we celebrate the achievement of students across these modules with 
an open design exhibition. Students are invited to enter work that they have enjoyed doing 
and are proud of from their year’s studies. The entries reflect the diversity of our students. 
The projects demonstrate how design can tackle problems across personal, societal, and 
global scales.

Design at the Open University
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Winner Forrest Humpries
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Winner CJ Mickey
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Alexandra Kolozsvari Rubecz
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Alexandra Slingsby
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Becks Reay
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Becky Mayfield
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Becky Mayfield
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CJ MickeyCJ Mickey



U101 Design Thinking

13

Daisy Sierra
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Emily Lux
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Emma McCartney
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Gareth Williams
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Harriet Sutton
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Hayley McIvor
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Jennifer Balloch
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Jennifer Balloch
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Karl Byfield
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Kate Lauren
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Kirsty Slater
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Layla Orlu
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Leroy Lent
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Lyn Denham
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Mailin Brook
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Martin Raad
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Megan Popescu
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Nate Lansdell



U101 Design Thinking

31

Nichole Griffin
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Tash Anderson Hunt
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Viky Pikora
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Winner Sharna Wildgoose



T217 Design Essentials

36

Anita Cruickshank
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Bryony Sims
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Daniela Horvathova
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Juan Torres
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Justine Miles
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Kirsty Mason
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Lizy Bowie
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Owen Harrison
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Winner Eleanor Marsh
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Anna Ward Stancheva
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Barry Coughlan
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Eamon McNutt
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Lena Koehn
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Maja Grisold
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Smart Insole transmits 
information via Bluetooth 
to a Smart Insole app for 
digitalised visualisation. 

HOW IT WORKS 
 

The pressure sensor in the insole is located beneath the 
ball of the foot to promote proper running form. 
 

The sensors detect the impact forces of each step and 
send the information to a microcontroller unit (MCU) 
located in the arch of the insole, which then transmits it 
via Bluetooth. 
 

Because the information is contained within the insole, the 
Smart Insole is compatible with virtually any running shoe. 
 

The Smart Insole is an easy to use, affordable 
and environmentally friendly addition to your 
running wardrobe. 

INTRODUCING 
THE SMART INSOLE 

TECHNOLOGIES 
IMPLEMENTED: 

Intelligent 
microcontroller for 

accuracy  

Sustainable merino 
wool textile insole 

sensors 

Adaptive energy 
control and 

wireless charging  

HOW CAN IT HELP YOU? 
 

The Smart Insole can detect the foot pressure distribution and 
movement of CoP (centre of pressure) in real-time. 
 

The Smart Insole will provide athletes, soldiers, physicians and 
therapists with a relative advantage when evaluating foot 
information through digitalised visualisation in order to build a 
new standard of rehabilitation treatment and injury prevention. 

 

The smart insole solution is a low-cost solution of 
evaluating patients and providing a better and 
intelligent solution that can be used in hospitals, 
rehabilitation centres, and military applications. 

The Smart Insole is made with 
eco-friendly natural materials like 

merino wool and eucalyptus 
trees because they are our best 
hope for a sustainable future. 

FEATURES 

Nickolas Abbensetts
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Patience Ali


